
Case Study
Curved Access Panel - Craftsmen Office Interiors
Craftsmen Office Interiors engaged Trafalgar Access to supply a Curved Corner Access Panel solution for a     
Melbourne retail fit out. The project involved the construction of a new extension within the existing premises, 
requiring a consistent visual finish to align with the overall architectural design.

Project Description

Challenges

Solution

The primary challenges of this project were: 

•	 Achieving a seamless integration within a level 5 plasterboard ceiling finish.

•	 Manufacturing a Curved Access Panel to a precise 120mm radius to meet the architectural specifications.

•	 Ensuring the panels remained visually consistency within the retail stores interior.

•	 Accomplishing accurate sizing and installation for multiple panel dimensions (600x600mm & 450x450mm).

Trafalgar Access supplied MDF Curved Corner Access Panels, specifically maufactured to a 120mm radius to 

align with the architect’s design requrements. Each panel was fitted with concealed touch latches, allowing 

for a clean, handle-free appearance that supports a seamless ceiling finish. The panels were designed for 

straightforward installation, enabling the contractor to efficiently frame, set, and finish them in line with the 

surrounding plasterboard system. 

Once Installed and finished to a level 5 standard, the panels blended seamlessly into the ceiling, maintaining 

the  visual integrity of the space while still providing practical access where required.
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The ceiling throughout the space was 
completed to a Level 5 plaster finish, 
creating the need for access panels 
that would integrate seamlessly without 
disrupting the visual consistency of 
the surface. Curved Corner Access 
Panels were specified by the architect 
to complement the design intent and 
ensure a refined, cohesive ceiling 
appearance. 



Benefits
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Conclusion

This project highlights Trafalgar Access’s ability to de-
liver tailored solutions that meet both architectural and 
functional requirements in a diverse array of retail envi-
ronments.

By working closely with Craftsmen Office Interiors, Tra-
falgar Access ensured the Curved Access Panels were 
manufactured and delivered to specification, enabling a 
seamless integration into a Level 5 ceiling finish. The re-
sult is a clean, cohesive outcome that supports both the 
design vision and practical access needs of the space.

Seamless Finish: Each panel was fitted with concealed 
touch latches, eliminating the need for visible hardware 
and supporting a flush, handle-free finish. This design 
feature allowed the panels to sit perfectly level with the 
surrounding ceiling once installed and finished.

Following the application of a Level 5 plaster coat and 
final paint finish, the panels blended effortlessly into the 
ceiling, with no visible interruptions or inconsistencies. 

This level of finish is essential in retail spaces, where 
even minor visual disruptions can detract from the 
overall presentation. The end result is a discreet and 
highly functional access solution that preserves the in-
tegrity of the design.
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Testimonial
“Curved corner access panels were specified by the 
architect on this project and the team at Trafalgar 
were great to deal with. The simple design made 
for an easy installation. Once they were framed, set, 
and a Level 5 finish applied, they integrated with the 
surrounding ceiling seamlessly. We were kept up to 
date from quoting, ordering through to delivery, and 
the whole process couldn’t have been easier.”

- Craftsmen Office Interiors

Architectural Integration: The curved corner design 
played a critical role in achieving the architects vision 
for a refined and cohesive ceiling aesthetic. Manufac-
tured to a precise 120mm radius, each panel aligned 
seamlessly with the surrounding geometry, ensuring 
continuity across the ceiling plane. When combined 
with the Level 5 plaster finish, the panels became virtu-
ally indistinguishable from the adjacent surfaces. 

This level of integration is particularly important in retail 
environments where visual consistency contributes to 
the overall customer experience. The result is an access 
solution that supports the design intent without drawing 
attention to itself, maintaining a clean and uninterrupt-
ed ceiling appearance.

Ease of Installation: The simplicity and accuracy of the 
panel design allowed for a straightforward and efficient 
installation process on site. Panels were easily framed 
and set into position, enabling the contractor to inte-
grate them into the ceiling system without requiring 
complex adjustments or additional trades. 

This streamlined approach helped minimise installation 
time and reduced the risk of delays during the finishing 
stages. 

By ensuring the panels aligned correctly from the outset, 
the team was able to proceed confidently through plas-
tering and finishing, contributing to a smooth workflow 
across the project.


